AN   INTERPRETER   OF  ENGLAND

seen fratricidal bloodshed and that was three
hundred years ago. It has resulted from the
work of countless men of all classes and of
many creeds, men often far better than our-
selves. This tradition is in itself our greatest
safeguard, and without it we should be more
exposed to certain obvious dangers in not
having a written constitution. In that we are
singular. The very flexibility makes us cau-
tious and at the same time allows us an
adaptability in our evolution which our
political sense enables us to utilise to the
fullest extent.

Our party system is not one of rival
ideologies, nor of imported innovations
adapted to a structure unfitted to receive
them: the parties themselves have been rather
fluid organisations without any logical process,
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